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The following newsletter was written by Professor George M. A. Hanf- 
mann of Harvard University, Director of the Sardis Expedition. This 
expedition, one of those sponsored by the American Schools, is fi- 
nanced by Cornell and Harvard Universities and the Bollingen Founda- 
tion and is staffed largely by the two former institutions. 


A. Henry Detweiler, President 


We are just past the midway point of this, our second, Campaign of 
digging at the ancient capital of Lydia, and work is going forward on 
five sectors of the far flung site. As the tempo rises, discoveries 
crowd each other. Yesterday and today brought us the first life- 
size, indeed over-life size, indmadxoxerxkifaxzizxa marble statues of 
@ Roman official and his wife. They were lying foot to foot not oniy 
under the path but right under the entrance to the shelter used as 
sector head-quarters by Donald Hansen and Arthur Steinberg - and only 
a foot or so underground, at that. 


To go back to the beginning, Mrs. Hanfmann (Recorder), Donald P. Han- 
sen (Archaeologist), and I (Field Director) arrived at Sardis on J::ne 
18 and spent a hectic week wrestling with the process of establishing 
ourselves in our new quarters. To be sure, our fine new expedition 
house, built jointly by the expedition and the Turkish Department of 
Antiquities, turned out to be both comfortable and more spacious thah - 
it looked when abuilding. Nevertheless, with a staff of seventeen, 
and half a dozen household personnel, there was plenty to do to set 
up our headquarters and its various adjuncts, such as “cerdeks", 
shelters built of twigs and branches which serve admirably well as 
summer working rooms and storage quarters. Vigorous steps were taken 
to produce the needed permanent establishment for the laboratory and 
additional housing; I am happy to say that as I look out of the win- 
dow I see before me a red-brick building on the upper terrace of our 
compound, which should be ready and eccupied within a week. 


Arthur Steinberg (Harvard and Amer. School at Athens) had performed a 
great deed by clearing our supplies through the customs and bringing 
them out to Sardis before our arrival; and our zealous Turkish Com- 
missioner, Kemal Bey, had moved last year's supplies and expedition 
equipment from their winter storage in the village to the new house. 


The new "compound", which enjoys a beautiful view of the great Temple 
of Artemis, is a beehive of activity with masons now to start the ur- 
gently needed work-and-storage building and carpenters preparing the 
shelving for the never-ending flood of new objects. i think it is 
fair to say that our establishment is a source of pride both to the 
Turkish and American authorities and concrete evidence of successful 
collaboretion,. 





s 
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While on the subject I must mention the never failing helpfulness of 
Donald B, Eddy, American Consul at Izmir, and Mrs. Eddy. The party 
they gave for the arrival of our Associate Director, better known to 
most of you as the President of the Schools, A. Henry Detweiler, was 
attended by the Governor of Izmir and the General of the Turkish Air- 
force. Members of the mission have been greetly aided by Col. Wilk- 
inson and Chaplain J. B. McLerey of the Tuslog 20. Det., while Mr, 


and Mrs, Anthony Raudelunas have been the unofficial hosts for almost 
every arrival of the Sardis Staff. 


Preliminary cleaning of old sectors began on June 23 and the digging 
got into full swing on June 26. As mentioned above, Henry Detweiler 
arrived at Sardis on July 1, and immediately displayed not only his 
archaeological and architectural but also his technological talents 
helping to solve such problems as screening and wiring of the house. 
The latter has been done in anticipation of the arrival of our gener- 


ator, which was long strike-bound in Naples but should have arrived 
at Izmir yesterday. 


In addition to those named above we have with us Professor Thomas H, 
Canfield, Senior Architect, as well as Alan M. Shapiro and Anthony 
Casendino, assistant architects, all of Cornell. Besides Donald P. 
Hansen (Harvard and Oriental Institute, Chicago) Prof. Mario Del 
Chiaro (Univ. of Calif. and Amer. Academy in Rome), David G. liitten 
(Harvard and Amer. School in Athens), and Arthur R. Steinberg (Har- 
vard and Amer, School in Athens) are working as archaeologists. Mrs. 
Catharine S. Detweiler, Numismatist, John Washeba (Fogg Museum, Har- 


vard) Conservationist, and Crawford H. Greenewalt, Jr., assistant and 
photographer, complete the staff. We expect James McCredie (Harvard 
and Amer. School in Athens) to come for the last month from the Gord- 


ion excavation, ‘Je have also taken on two young Turkish draftsmen, 
Guven Bakir and Hamdi Baysoy. 


Now to the excavations, In the “House of Bronzes", which yielded 
such spectacular finds last year, we have nearly quadrupled the exca- 
vated area. An important unit can now be more clearly discerned, 
which includes a paved street or entrance way, the working area dug 
last year, a tiled room and then an imposing hall with a marble floor 
and various marble furnishings. Among them is a dedication to the 
moon god Nen, probably re-used. A Christian hexagonal censer and a 
bronze chandelier of “Coptic" type as well as various utensils of 
iron and bronze have come to light in this hall. Beyond it is a room, 
again marble-paved, which seems to have been rebuilt to accommodate 
an apse to the east. Your President surmises that a raised platform 
may have been part of a bishop's throne and the whole room a house 
chapel. It is difficult to enumerate either the rooms or the finds 
of this area. I wili note only that curiously the funerary inscrip- 
tion of a centurion Theodoros came to light in one room and a Christ- 
fan cross of the kind that one finds in the temple of Artemis (to ex- 
orcise pagan demons) in another. 


The "Lydian Shop", which adjoins the "House of Bronzes" and, indeed, 
may lie amidst its walls, was taken by us last year as proof that the 
Lydian city was located along the modern highway (a successor to the 
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Royal Road). As it turns out, we were fantastically lucky in light- 
ing upon the one spot where the Lydian level could be readily reached 
and freed. Yet there is no doubt that the same level continues under 
the later buildings. Our probing has been perforce confined to ex- 
tending the Lydian area where there was some space free of later 


buildings. The yield of Lydian pottery continues, but the walls are 
much disrupted. 


To the northwest of the "House of Bronzes", Donald P. Hansen and Ar- 
thur Steinberg have come upon a cemetery of Roman brick graves and 
some very neat Hellenistic cramber tombs with stucco walls imitating 
masonry and couches provided with head and shoulder rests. (They are 
interesting as an indication that the Hellenistic city did not extend 
as far to the west as the Lydian and the Roman). 


Across the highway, in front of the great Building "B" (probably a 
gymnasium) we have now uncovered a large part of the front of an im- 
pressive Early Byzantine shopping center, some 160 feet in length, 
including a dézen shops. Abundant finds of coins and glass came from 
these shops, but the most fascinating discovery was that of a marble 
basin built of re-used pagan inscriptions over which there had been 
carved two majestic crosses. A font-like marble stood in front. It 
seems likely that a shop was converted into a baptistry - another 
fascinating sidelight on progress and expansion of Christian build- 
ings at Sardis. David G. Mitten, who excavated this area, also found 
a nice marble torso of Athena, probably re-used in a wall. 


Under the direction of Thomas H. Canfield we are now engaged in seek- 
ing to determine the history of the large complex of which both, the 
great apsidal building "B" and the shops, were but one parte By the 
end of the campaign I hope to be able to report on its complicated 
and fascinating history. Suffice to say that the building itself was 
one of the most luxurious in its decoration of marbles and mosaics 
and that its huge spaces and intricate water system will contribute 
much to the now hotly debated question of the forerunners of Byzan- 
tine architecture. 


Last summer we had tackled a mysterious building of large, not to say 
colossal stone masonry, which we dubbed "CG," on the theory that it 
was a city gate. Under the energetic direction of Mario Del Chiaro 

we now have cleared what looked like rubble heaps to the north. These 
have revealed themselves as well built rubble walls of a circular 

room and several other large units - all buried under flood deposits 
of deluge proportions. Our progress had long been barred by the prob- 
lem of the huge fallen stones. To be sure, Arthur Steinberg, who 
worked at CG during the first week, found a partial remedy by using a 
device known to pyramid builders - two wooden rails and large wooden 
rollers: but the stones lying underground baffled all our efforts. 
Through the kind offices of the Director General of the Public Water- 
works, Stileyman Demirel, and the Director of the great Demir-Ktprt 
Barraj, Mehmet Yavas, we were able to borrow on its "day-off" the 25 
ton Bucyrus crane and its crew. It was a great day for us to see this 
giant swing through the air the blocks estimated to weigh from one to 
two and a half tons. In one day it cleared out virtually all of the 
major obstacles, 





